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qufrent affairs geared to^ grades 6 through 8/ 
secondary grades, developed to make avclilable 
affairs found in regular newspapers and magazines. 'The development 
t&is resource is based on the premise that textbooks are outdated, 
neils magazines are unpredictable, and regular newspaper coverage is 
rarely concentrated enough to be of f^al benefit f&r a sin^e cours 
Topic Today brings together on a single page pictures r maps^ 
statistical data, references to -Canada, and 'descriptions that focus 
ion a, single current issue and place, with reference to specific , 

classroom courses. The ^questionnaire that was sent to -MO ^* 

participants to evaluate and aid in the -future issues of the paper 
alsp contained in the document. An extract of a research study o& t 
newspaper is included which shows t^e results of student knowledge 
and attitudes of cultural differences after using Topic Today. 
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• • " ' ^ .Sum roary ' ' * . - 

. , • . ^ ■ . ^^"7 " ^ • • .V ' ^ 

There has been a grovfing need for/a new kind of disposable social studies 
textbook, one which would narro^ the gap between the perceived world of the 
(classroom and the reality outside and/ at the same time, increase the involve** . 
ment of parents in the--toj-to-day 'work of the school* Such a textbook would . 
"also have to be more interesting and easier to ^ead than tKev prescribed 
. teaching materials* The newspaper was seen as one way or, meeting thi& need 
but there were difficulties as» well as advantages^ 

A UNESCO report points out th^t schools today provide only 2^% of the informa* 
*tion acquired by young people between 6 and 18 conpared with 73% a generation ^ 
ago#- mie difference, according to this report, is due to the; increasing role ' 
of the meciii as a dispenser of information. But most 'Northjjaaarican -students 
are showing low 'levels, of achievement in reading skills, and they caCnnot read' 
th^ daily newspaper • Other ^Limitations in the direct use of newspaper material 'j 
are summarized below, , ^ — 



- Too many distractions on a ^ven, page* Content is scattered rather than 
concentrated^ i 

* Information not selected and not sequenced in a form that suits the 
curric)ilum« * / 



Pages consistently interspersed with J»high level*? content,* that is cont 
that is too abstract for the level of 'conceptual development of a 12 ye 
old. ^ • ^ , ' * 

Etaphasis' on "n©ws" content (power, tragedy, "aex, money) rather than 
day-to-ilay life of people, ^ % 

Except for ffla|a2ine ar.ticles a lack of the' kind%jof ' suppQrting data n0di 
in schools -^ pictures, statistics, cpmparisons with Canada, ^ine detail)^ 
daily life, inaps* - > ' . 7^ 

The potential\pi; the dally, press however is phen<»nenal. In accessibility^ ani 
.^cost it caiuiot bfe matched anywhere. It provides a brand-new, 300 page textt^ic 

.every morhing f pt^ the price'^of a cup of poffee* Some imaginative approach^. 
* are needed to take advantage of the enormous potential of this medium* Th^j 

traditional, '«new9pape> in the classroom*' approach is well-known through such' 

publications as; The Press in the Classroom (JJNESCO); Learning fi'om News-r ' . ' 

papers (CDNPA); Foreign News and V/orld Views (FPA); The weekly news quiz 

game (Santa Barbara The special studetnt newspaper, like the New YoJk Tijn^a 
» Student' Weekly is another kind of traditional approach. *But something diffcSiient. 

is now heeded. Topic Today one answer to this demand, and Ikltial ex- ' 
^periences suggest that it ls \llkely to go a long way toward feting the groWf 

Ing need described above. ltd essential characteristics are: / || * 

- bringing together , on a single page pictures, maps, statistical data, 
references 4;i^' C^ descriptions that foetus on a single current Issue 
and plaee.iii^^'all with reference^^ specific classroom courses. 
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selecting out of* the. availaole.qontent material .that is iippropriate in 
terms ofreading leyel' ancy qualitjr^of language. -Content too is screened 
to remove^ such things as, extreme violence, andr' extreme deprivation* 

^ . ' / ' ^ . " ' * ' ' 

• ensuring that the^.e is an^ adequate level of fine detail - a kind of 

cultural infrastructujre/- that will meet the level of conceptual develop- i 
* ment of a 12 year , old. / This Us perhaps ^the most crucial aspect of the work* 
\ If a youngster is not met at his ow learel of data he will lose, interest * • 
in what is being taught.. Worse still he may seridusly misunderstand what' 
'\[ 'is givan^ and this' can lead to prejudice or, stereotypes ♦ 

— * gSaring-^the page to /the B.C. Social studies .curricula at grades ^and 8 
Idve^s. .Ai these levels a social issue of the dfiy is selected^ then 
developed through the study of the place that best epitpmizes tne issue. 

To date Topic fToday haTs ^operated on a small budget- of time and money but 
with the righ|t';idx of personnel a social studies educator who identified 
i-St- — the focus for each issue and assembled the content} a reading specialist 
, who monitored language; a classroom teacher who kept our feet on the grotmdj 
a copy editor who vras the only newspaper staff member involved. It so happens 
thitt^th^ copy editor was a trained and experienced teacher but this element pf 
expertise wias Aot essential.! Any other competeiit copy leditbr would have " 
' sufficed. Mos^ of the content for the whole project caiae from the wire services 
- of the. New Yorlc Timesj The Christian .Sciepce Monitor-, Gemini news services, 
and; Canadian T^ess. 

\ \ . * > . 7. > " 

In spite of the success of the year's <work there v?re (severe limitations and 
. frequ^t errors as a result of the constraints of time and money and, even 
' more" so, as a result of the late date, for a final commitment to the project* 
" It >as jbmpossible to gain sufficient lead time to be able to do all this ^' 
necessary, crbss-checking of data.. The plann^.time for Fall and Winter work 
was then absorbed in the immediate tasks of 'collecting, editing, and assembling. 

In order to provide adequate dfepth, plus tha infrastructure of cultural de- 
tail needed for 12 year olds, it was necessary to^cover a stretch of time- that 
« cm th(% average reached back as far as 18 months. This l*urther coiqjlicated the 
;^ process of cross-checking data. It was virtually Inqjossible to find out aJLl 
we wanted to know short, of extended long-distance telephone calls to the 
countries concerned. . ' ' - , ^ 

.As the project moves into Canadian material for 1975/76 the major problems 
of the past year will not be present. There ''is more lead time ^available 
and the problems of cross-checking infonnation. are , relatively siifiple . A 
^^J^^ telephone call is always possible. .The challenge of the |)roject however is 
|;S ij^^" not removed^ecaus^ of the absence of .these particular :|.imitations. The 

readers are more cijitfcal in an area, of 'content /that is more familiar. The^ 



demand for a school^ page that will be equal inequality to the best|piitges of 
the paper remains & constant challenge. And' there is the ever-present 
prospect of the cbjq>etition which ^successr almys creates. 

Against these challei^es is the.splid evidene^ of success outlined in the 
following pages. Top^c Today has established/ itself .as a viable^ehterprise' 
> ' ; Jihat is worthy of 8tli|. greater inlrestaent o^ tim, talent, and mon^y. 
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Areas incliided In 1974/75 



Septi to Dec. 1974 



Jan. to Apr. 1975 



Apr. to May 1975- 



f 



.Bangladesh 
P^istan. , . 
Sri Lanka 
N^pal 
Indo--China 

Zaire * 
Zambia . 
Rhodesia 
South Africa 
Sudan - 
The §ahe5. 

Venezuela 
Brazil , 
Argentina 
ehiW; 



Burma 

Thailand * 

Malaysia 

Siiigapora 

Indonesia, 

China 

Tanzania 
Uganda 
Kenya , 
Ethiopia ' 
Portuguese Africa 



Peru ^ 
Ecuador 
Colombia 
Bolivia 



This Canadim refcrfniias used in. every issuei along with a map showing 
location with respect t# Canada. . • , 



4 

Population ' 
Physical Size 
Birth .rate • ff.^ 

(per thousand) ?| 
Death rate f 

(per thousand) 
Capital City ^ 
Main languages 
Latitude limits 
Per. capita annual income 



Pacts*and Figures 
•Cotmtty under study 
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C^ada ^ 

22,5 million ' 
•3,560,0(X) square. miles 

•\ . ' ■ 

18 • . 

.. \ ' 

> 7 \ . • . • : 

•Ottawa 

English", French 
45'Nht6 75? N 
$3,5G>0.00 



THE PROVINCE BRIN&S THE WORLD TO/ THE CUSSROOM,. 

The Province Saturday, September 21, 1974 5. 
Extracts from the -Editor* »' Memo by Bob MoConneli; 

The Idea, basicallj^, is very simple. Once a week - every TuesdaA - Jje will 
> run a"f ull tjage of material designed f§r use in school classrooms^ It Will 
deal -With current affaijrs, and I6t the ^e of consistency will M ^e/e^ 
primarily to the Grade Seven social "studies curriculum. The first\one dealt 
with the problems' of rural life in, India. For the balance of this\term we . 
fpUow' through on different areas and aspects of life in -Asia. 

■ The page, of course;, is not designed only for students. We have no Intention 
• of ifritlng down to our audience, and the material we't« using is notVjaivenlle 



^..^ the least* ^Much of^jLt comes from the reams of copy that pass through and 
out of eyer^ newspaper office without ever getting »3iito f)cint. V/eWe- simply 
. made room for it, and provided a consistent framework for its use. 

The intention is ta help correct a weakness iti the resources availably to 
schools' for curr.fint affairs courses* For this sort of thing. -textbojDks are 
automatically oi^t Vf de^te; News magazines ^r.e unpredldEable anc^ tend, to be 
far too UA^*~oriented. Regular newspaper coverage, while of some* ude is 
.rarely concentrated enough to*, be of real benefit for ^ single course. 



rbr some years educators nave been grappling with the textbook problem, with , 
only middling success. A great deal of time and money have been spent pn' 
other kinds of teaching aids, rbut time and money' remain the. real problems. 
Production is slow, and the innovations, rema^ expenses. For many subjects ; 
the awful competition of televisioh looms, giving children a sense of linme- ^ 
diacy in front of the tube that\is hard.to compete with in the classroom. J 

But as long as the school system cah* manage to'^teach chlldrerj to read, print 
remains .the be%t all-i^und means *6f communication. For most purposes^ the 
human brain can take'^ more information faster from a printed page than in 
any other way. And j^lnt Is cheap, durable and convenient. 

With the assistance- of a daily newspaper, print is also fast. It can no longer 
beat television 'for some kinds ^ spp^i news coverage- - nothing is" faster than 
Immediate. But on a day-in, day-out basis we bring more information to more 
people faster than television *ever seems likely to do. ' - 

That's why we^re happy to be able to get into the schools in this way. V/e^re 
demonstrating one of our manifest advantages as a news^m^dium. V/e*re bringing 
the world into the classrooms, and Jhe' classroom into the home. , We're help- 
ing, we h6pe, to convince youngsters- that school, learning ancl life are all 
~a slngj.e process. And that message, ;for what it's worth to? kids/ teachers 
and parents, is now going 4)ut as far -as places like Masset and Charlie fiake. 
For ojar money - and it's costing us money - that's not a bad Tuj^sday's work* < 

* ft ' / ' • ' 

EDUCATION BC PUBUSHED BY 
SCHOOLj TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION VOL III No. 4 NOVEMPER 1974 

• 1^000 B.C. students know 'Topic Today' 

The Vancouver Province's experiment in disposable- textbooks is reaching 10', 000 
students in nearly 300 schools ^throu^iout British' Golumbia. 

' ' ' >> * ^ * - * 

This fall, the* Province turned over one full page every: Tuesday to three members 
of the education comunity and appointed Province staffer Dan Mullen as eclitorial 
support and ^jsiyout supervisor. • 

The team consists of Mullen, former education reporter and teacher; ]^drun 
.Dew^r, coordinator' ^f prof essional^idevelopnent for the Vancouver School Board; 
; Angus M. Gunn, professor of education at UBC and WiHiam Wiilson, pocial 

studies teacher in Coquitlaa« 
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Gunn said that the comments ani jrequests for copies continue to grow, . "One 
North Vancouver principal commented, that the page is "the greatest discovery < 
since chalk*". ' ^ : . 

Thd page^ called Topic ^oday^ is aimed j^rimarily at social studies students ' 
in ;the 11- to 14-year age ranggj. but it "Is written to appeaKto all Province 
readers. ^ / ' 

. ' • " ^ ' , ' ; ' ^ ' 

Hugh KcXennan from Prince George iSrote to the Province: "As^ truck dri\'er 
who^ like m&^ people^ does not have much tiine research cui^rent topics^ 
I would like to thank jox^^fpr the rec0ntly instituted feature. Topic Today..." 

Team member Dewar said; tha^t^not ^only is the page providing students with- hard- 
to-get material "for sc^hool- work', but "many of our familie^s don't subscribed 
to a newspaper,.^ talis laay be the only opportunity for a student'to See.on^t." 

Gunn first a^rpachfed^^^ife Province about an education* page a year ago, but| 
the stage had already been $et. "There is a general t^rena toward the dis- 
posable* textbook",; Gunn said, "a majoA thinist to Icnock' down traditional v 
school walls and move learning out into the community^; This trend "coincided 
with California using the newspaper *s a teaStbook for junior colleges." 

Province Editor Bob^McCohnell said tljat th^ Province had been most interested 
in what.w|is happening in^^lifomial At tj[ie time that Gtmn appeared, however^ 
t'hey had decided that the Qal^fomia material, was "too American", and that to 
develop a special set -for BT.C. would be "just too coiiq)lidated" . But the Pro- 
vince was intrigued with-^Gunn^a proposal, McConnell said, "W(9 thought it had • 
considerable merit so we* begmi working with hi^ ** 



Gunn drew his team together last.summcgr an<dK'the first Topic "l^oay page appeared 
in the September 17 edition. The topic f0r this^ term is •Asia in >^at Dewar 
said is an "emphasis on culttire rathdr ^an politics" « Africa will be ex«- 
plored next term* 

McConnell ^said that so far the page ^as beem tremendously successful.^ "i] would 
be most -sm^rised if this page, doesn't become a permaneijt thing." He added 
that the I^^vixiqe will try to collate and reproduce the pages, on Asia at the 
end ot tHe term for distribution in booklet form, to schools « "This way the 
materials can' cpntinue to 'be used /for at^^least two ^ears." 

McConnell said that the Tuesday ^editiort is now provided free-to »ll^participa--' 
,ting schools, *but it is an expensive pr&position. :"Starting ie^^tSjrm, Ve 
jwill be charging half ihe regular price of the PriDvinqe in ^rSe^ tw^over some 
jof the newsprint *cost." ^ , 

Willson.said that his dosses accept the paper "with excitement. Th^riB has" 
Been a good response." Students get the total iii5)act of receiving a newspaper 
since "some<ine ijicks up apd delivers the paper to eiach student's desk at' 
scttoolt 

One of the most ^'exciting things about Topic Today, according to Gunn, is^that' , 
it represents a combined effort, on the part of business, the university/ the"" 
school and schoc^l adfldnistratioDi. "Universities, publishez^s and schools U8e(l 
tp;^do their own thing," according .to Qunn;. "This page is a model of curricu- 
lum deTelopnwit involving cooperiition and resources of the conminity* 



QUESnONNAIRE SENT TO 300 PAHTICIPAnNG ISCH^OLS IN DECEMBER, 1974 

Our**Bducational Advisory pahel wouldgsappreciate your co-operation in 
replying to the following questionnaire, to assist them in planning future ^ 
«topic Today" pages. Youf conmbn^s' will be fon^arded to Professor Gunn, 
Chaimarf of our Education^ Advisory Panel, at the UBC Faculty of Education • 

^ il' 

Check one only of each item « - /. . 

1. I am Using. The Province page mainly with (a) grade 5 students' ' 

' . (b) ^ « 6 " • ' 



K (c) " 7 " ^ 

'r> > (d) !^ B /! 

(e) others - indlicate grade 



2. Colored with other social studies material that iqy students study 
in schpol. The Province materials in Topic Today are, 

• (a) much more interesting and worth while * 

(b) more interesting and worth while . 

{c) about the same ' * 
^ (d) less interesting and worth vrfiile . ^ 
(e) much Iqss interesting and worth while 

.3« Compared with other social .studies materials that iqy students 6tudy 
in. school. The Province materials in Topic Today are ' - 

(a) very much easier to read — 
5 (b) easier* to read . 

(<i) about the* same reading level' v ' i 

(d) more difficidt to read 

(e) very much more difficult to read - * 

. ^ • . ; ' 

■ ^ Results * ' • 

Returns were, received from 75* out of the '300 schools. Approximately ha^ of 
the 75 were in t|ie Vancouver area and half were from places bH over B*C# 
ApproxLmateljr half of the 75 reported domknantly secondary U8»ge of Tbpicife 
Today, half reported^ elementary usage • 

Item 2 . A secure of 5- was awarded for Satn (a) answer, '4 iTor^a (b), 3 for a 
<c) and so on. In the aggregate: 48 'were at level 4 or 5 
, • *25'w^re at level '3 ' • 

I ' A • 2, were at level 2 - 

Item 3 # Scoring was the sama^ts for It^ 2. In the aggregate: 

/ > ' , 2Q were at level 4 or 5 

41 were at level 3 
' 14 were at level 2 



BXTRAdTS FROM "MEASURING POSITIVE ATTITUDES IN INTERNATIONAL UNDEHSTANqiuaj * 
- part of a W.A. research study at jIBC ^(1975) by West 

■'■■.■< . • . ' 'v ■■ S 

An unpublished longitudinal st6dy of the growth of elementary school childi'en's 
ideas suggests that the peak in favourable attitudes toward people of othjlt ^ 
countries at age ten may be a national one and that the upward trend iit . '/t ^ 
elementary school children's friendliness to foreigners continues ,unabat^^|J 
until the 'end of the elementary scHool, , 

There is general, agreement however that at, about fourteen years of age, , 
children -tend to have more differentiated attitudes, to be less friendly ' 
towarji foreigners, and to be showing signa of thinking along stereotyped lines. 
The downward trend* to interracial goodwill appears to begin when yarious 
factors: come into play in adolescence. 

Unless maximum use is made around the ages' of ten to twelve, to e^Afend 
children's knowledge of other nations dnd to encourage understand.lwg of them, 
the trend of change for many individuals in adolescence is likely %> be toward 
a withdrawal of sympathy or a growth in actual antipathy for foreign groups. 
■ ■ » ' '■ " > 

The elementary social studies teacher should be aware therefore that his 
pupils are passing through a qrucial stage 'in their ideas of and attitudfs 
towards foreign peoples and h6 should be making important contributions to- 
ward .fostering a realistic understanding oJ^the world, without- which, : 
children's ideas of certain key lands may remadn deficient and their views 
become distorted. In this context*^" Topic Today", published weekly -by the 
Province Newspaper, should be one means of IJfinging meaningful inforitetion^ 
t2 chll^n, through a medium which is familiar to them in the home s)Ltuation. 

Through iriformal reseaiirch the writer investigated the effect of the ai^ticles 
themselves, on the attitudes' of elementar^ fechool cjiildren toward the peoples 
they described^ in this 6a«e Asia.- The'^tudy involved a group of Grade 5 - 
children in the Coquitlam School District. Grade 5 was chosen because aXl- 
availat)le Grade 6 children had already studied culture realms of th^ world 
for a period of two terns. "Twenty eight children in 'a heterogeneous -class 
who had had no formal teaching on 'other nationalities' were pretested t6 . 
obtain a measure of their attitudes toward and beliefs about the people of 
Asia, using a Semantic differential Technique, (see below) developed by 
thej«riter. • , . 

A, different 'Topic for Today' dealing with a country in Asia xaeyintroduced 
•each day for one school' week. After reading the relevant articles, the 
children were allowed to "discuss the ntaterlal in a' small group situation, 
before comjjleting the study shee^ ' ' 

m- ' ' V\. • • • ' , 

After treatment, the children'were^^ttested ,using the same measuring . 
instruments. The' statistical analysis, (see below), -revealb* a aingnificant 
improveo6nt,in thtf attitudes of the- children towards Asianb. ^ Beiaring in 
mind the studies were carried out in less than ideal conditions^ .over a short 
period of ' time, the vocabulai«y was dJLffictilt for Grade 5 children? and the 
material was used in isolation, these results ^are very encouraginfig' and 
suggest that the approach iis. well worth continuing. (^. * 



,Tfie toit of study on Asia was designed so that the children .courd work in 
small, groups and discuss issues freely, without feeling tliat what theyi might 
say had to conform with what the teacher would want them to say. All^th'^ 
childreh studied the same topic at the same time, although the suggestions 
may be used equally effectively with children studying different topics or 
working in ^an integrated situation studying at different times. /. ; 

Discussion, problem solving, sjjnulation and role playing have a],l been shown 
to be effective in helping to develop positive attitudes in people: The 
suggestions on the study-sheets attempt to incorporate some of these ideas* 
The questions provided are intended to help children to focua on *the various 
issues and to develop attitudes and feelings about them* 




^ * Semantic Differential 

If you think*' that people who liv« in Indis^ are' very good you mark X as 
'follows'. ^ , 

•a >» / 

Good X 1^ . Bad 

If you think they are good yojK^ark 

Good ^ >^ • i. Bad , ^ -'y 

If you think they^re, only slightly godd^you mark ' ■ 

Good^ * X , Bad 

you » think pe6ple from India are very bad you mart 

;Good ' • ,C X Bad ♦ 

f- 7- — — 
if, you think they are quite bad^you mark 

Good v>- '^ _ X • . Bad ' 

If you think they are only ^lightly bad. you mark / >^ t 

Good X Ba:d 

If you think that people from India 'are neither good nor bad you mark ^ ^ 

: Goo^ ^JC_ ^ Bad \ 

Piace you marks dcwn quickly • We want ypur flr^t ljrq>re8sions. ' There are no ^ 
•♦right" 'Vrong'* answers* Be, sure to marie only one X Tor each pair of words « 
Do not^ip any,. / ^ 

■ ^ ... ' , - - ■ ••■ . • ■ 



*^ 

People who live In India are: ■ ^ 

nasty - . ^^^^ nic§ v 

cruel ^ -'- ' _ _^ kin^T ^ 

bad , . ^ ^^^^ ' ' good * 

unfriendly fViendiy ^ 

disuvnast , ^-.^ honeet 

starring / . ^ ^ • ^ well fed • ? . 

;^ unheal t>iy ^ > ' . . ' . healthy' ^ ^ 

poor ^ . ' |»ich ^ ' . 

\f weak - strong 

f ^ dirty - ^ ; ;^ ^ clean ' . * 

. untalented * ■ * talented 

^ I ugly * , - beautiful 

\V' " non religious , _^ ' ; religious 

\ un^ntlsrestlng ^ J ' interesting 

Results of Affective Index obtained f roi&^ pre^t'est, and post-test ffleAsures. / 

Sum 632 . 661' 29 91. •'^ " ^ 

^ • \ ' . - ■• • / . - 

, Mean ' 22.57 . 23.61 1.04 - 

t- ^ 29 ♦ ■ . , • ; ; 

• ■ / ' .1 • ;^ X 91 - 292 " ' ■ . ' ^ 

^ ' ,^ • ' ^ . • - , '/ 

if /, ■ tr'. 29- . ->.64 ' > - 

• ' ■ - 63.22 . r . • •. ' . •■. r 

' Tor 27dfs Ji^ t^bf' 2.012 is requiwd for significance at the ".05. level. "^The 
^ , i observed value 'of ^ t .^s well Above this and we conclude that the dif f erence fr' . 

- between means is. significant.' k »■ - 

Rejecting th« null .Birpothesis we uan safely' say tjiat the Topic Today NewWper ' 

- articles brought about a faTOurable change in the\attltudee^ of the .Gtade /five ^ 
t 'Students*^ ^' 

ERIC ' - : . ^ ' 



